
Tenants Told
JThat Homes Are
'Vacant' Sept.30

Contlnued from pigi> on«

a million rent-payinp .lews, will meet
Tuesday night at 175 East Broadway.

Mis Hilly declared there is no reason
why the new laws should in any way
intimidate prospective builders or hali
realty eeals.

After "Bandit Landlords-
"The measurea," he said, "are direct-

ed at the landlord who sticks a gun in
the face of a tenant and holds him up
fdr all he can get. Tho laws, if nny-
thing should encourage biiilding nnd
diacoursge speculation. They will en-
able property ownera to realize a fair
and reasonflble return on investmenta."
According to Mr. Hilly, many land-

lords have already notified their ten¬
ants that the rents will be increased
25 per cent at the expiration of pres¬
ent leases.
A tenant who has bren told that his

apartment will be "vacant" at the ex¬

piration of his lease need not vacate,
Mr. Hilly says. If he is unable to find
other quarters he can stay on. !>uch a
case is known as a "holdover."
When the landlord institutes dis-

possess proceedings the tenant can
ask the court for a thirty-day stay in
which to find other Quarters. If this
is granted he pays in advance a month'a
rent to the court at a ligure which is
considered just.

Si\ Months' Repricve Possible
The tenant, said Mr. Hilly, by apply-

ing to the court a*. thirty-day inter-
vals. can remain six months after the
expiration of the lease before the land¬
lord would be able to execute a dis-
possess warrant. Which means that a
tenant whose lease expirea on Septem-
ber GO can hold over until March 30
providing he shows to the satisfaction
of the court that he has made an honest!
effort to obtain other accommodations.

Landlords apparently have notified
tenants that they must give up their
apartments so as to be able to rent to
new tenants at a greatly incfeaaed
price. This, Mr. Hi!!\ said, was'n sub-
terfuge and nn attempt to evade the
new laws. "Landlords," he declared,
"will not he allowed to duck the issue
in that way.
"There seems to he a general mis-;

understandiriK regarding the 25 per
cent increase. The law does not mean
that landlords can indiscriminatelyboost their rents 25 per cent.
"The law provides for certain defences

which may be interposed in a summarydispossess proceedings where the land-
lord seeks to recover possession of prem-
3«s for non-payment of rent. The
tenant may interpose the claim that the
rent which is due is unjust, oppressivo
and unreasonabie.
"Where rent has been increased 25

per cent over that of a year ago, thia
fact shall be presumtive evidence that
the rent is oppressive and unjust.
"At any time and under any circum-

stances when a tenant thmk3 he is pay-
ing unfair rent ho can go into court and
protest. He will have to prove, how-
ever, that the rent is oppressivo."
Realty Owners to HcId Both Sldes
Stewart Browne, of the United Real

Estate Owners' Association, said that
members of the orpanization are alert
to the seriousr.ess of the housing prob-lem and that they will give aid to
landlords and tenants alike in the in-
terpretation of the new rent laws.

It is understood that Edward P.
Doyle, legislative agent of the Real
Estate Board of New York and chair-
man of the board's budget committee,will appear at Afbany to-morrow on
behalf of realty interests. He will ask
the Legislature to exempt new bulld-
injjs and buildings under reconstruc-
tion from the provisions of the new
laws. He also will ask that all build¬
ings erectcd in the next five years be
exempted from stato and municipal
taxes.
Persons living at 233 West Eighty-third Street have been notified that

they must vacate on September 30,when their leasea expire.
These tenants include Channing Pol-

lock, playwright; F. Ray Comstock,producer, and Edith Taliaferro, act-
ress. Homer Loomia, a lawyer, who
lives in the building, will take aetion
in behalf of hiraself and the diatressed
tenant?.
Frank Mann, Tenement House Com-

missioner, in a statement given out,charged that the so-cal!ed bachelor or
non-hous«-;:eeping apartmenta are be¬
ing occupied illegally as tenement
houses. He said that were lt not for
the housing shortage he would prose-
cute the owners and order the houses
to be vacated.

Murphy Opposes Tenement Plan
"An attempt to legalize illegal prac-

tices which are going on eonstantlyand one that cannot possibly help the
housing situation" is the way John J.
Murphy, former Tenement House Com-
miasioner, ye;sterday characterized the
movement to modifyfche law regardingthe conversion of four-story housea
into tenementa. He declared he could
see no other possible ir.tcrpretation of
the movement.
On the other hand, tho plan which its

advocatea declaxe would make 15,000
such houaea available, and thus givehomes to 00,000 famihes, has the mild
support of the Tenement House Com-
missioner, Frank Mann. He believes
the present law is too drastic, and that
aerious dangera are being caused
throftgh cvasion thereof by landlords.
He, however, does not believe that it
will materially help the housing situa¬
tion.

Leading real eatate interests have
told members of the Lockwood jointEejfislativc committee that there it
already in existence housing for 60,000
people, if tho law can be amended alittle.- The movement has centered he-
hir.d the Dodge bill, which would jfivethe Board of Appeals power to change
or annul any part of the tenement
house law, and haa not put its plansInto detailed forrn.
The thing that ls most detired is to

remove the Btringent p<"oviaiona re-
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ffardlng the flreprooflng of the stair-
ways in the converted nouses. Under
the law which waa passed at the spe¬
cial session last summer the stairs
themselves must be flreproof, the floors
of the otairway halls elther flreproof
or equlpped with steel beams, and the
walta of four-inch terra cotta blocks.
Under the amendment desired the uso
of fire-resisting material, such as steel
lath and heavy plaster, oh the walls of
the halls would be sumciont. Another
point at issue is whether there can be
one dark room to a flat.

Poresees Danger to Mfe
Mr. Murphy, who is chairman of the

tenement house committee of the
Charity Organiiation Society, believes
that- tne changes would cause great
danger to life through fire, would ac-
complish nothing toward increasing
housing and would legalize thousands
of illegal and dangerous conversions
which have been made outside the tene-
raent house law.
"There is no such number of vacant

dwellings as has been said," he de-
clared. "There are in Manhattan only
23,600 buildings that were erected as
dwellings, and in the whole city only
about 150,000, including summer cot-
tages at Arverne, and all. So, if there
were 15,000 vacant it would mean that
one in ten of the city's houses was un-

occupied, which is preposterous. The
total relief which would be given if all
the vacant structures were changcd
would be very small.
"But there is another point much

more important. Landlords have found
a way of evading the law and convert-
ing the old house in a way that is ex-

ceedinply dangerous. They make them
"non-housekeeping" apartments and are
technically outside the tenement house
law. Housekeeping goes on in prac-
tically all of tnem, and they are vir-
tually all fire traps. The proposed
changes would make these fire trapslegal.
"They would not result in more flats,

because the present plan is far more
profitable to the landlord. The altera-
tions can be made at little cost.far
less than would be possible even under
a modified tenement house law. And
when they are done he will get exactlytwice as many people into the house as
he would if he had turned it into flats.
So his income will be almost double
and at less cost. He doesn't intend to
change, but he would like to be inside
the law in his present game.

Would Not Provide Housing
"The people who urge this point of

vlew are much like the celcbrated town
council which resolved that the town
needed a now jail, that it be built out
of the materials of the old structuro
and that the prfconers be kept in the
old prison until the new one was built.
They want to make fiats out of houses
that are already housing more peoplethan they would if the flats were fin-
ished.
"The city has been playing in luck

that there have been o disasters from
flre in such Tiouses of late, but by the
law of averages some of them will soon
be due, and then we shall have a de-
mand for the punishment of the of-
ficials responsible, when the responsi-bility will really lie at the door of the
people who have permitted these con-
ditions to be created."
Commissioner Mann is even more

caustic in his comments on the land¬
lords who are using the "non-house¬
keeping" apartment plan, but he is
mildly in favor of amending the fire-
prooting provisions in regard to con-
verting the four-story houses. In a
statement issued yesterdav he says:"There is no necessity tor any such
legislation as is being propopsed,since
the tenement. house law can well take
care of remodelling those houses under
the present act, which was passed as
an emergeney measure at the special
session last year. Or better still, tho
Legislature should amend that partic-
ular law to relieve the owners of some
of the drastic provisions thereof.

Favored Changes ln Law
"Tn this connection I desire to call

attention to the fact that at a confer-[
ence, to which the real estate inter-
ests were invited and the representa-
tives of the tenement house reform
committees were present, I suggested.
and I agreed that I would advocate, the
enactment of a law which would per-
mit the four-story and basement pri-
vate dwelling to be converted into a

four-family tenement and permit one
interior room on each floor and permit,
furthermore, the use of the existing
hall partitions, with a provision, how-
ever, that they be fireproofed with such
material as would safeguard the oc-
cupants.

_
"The opposition, however was suffi-

ciently strong to prevent its enactment,
and instead had the law amended so
that at the present time such houses
may only be converted provided they
are two roorns deep, and provided,
furthermore, that the interior parti-
tlon walls separating the rooms. from
the stair halls are torn out.and rebuilt
of brick or four-inch terra cotta blocks.
"The result has been that hardly any

of tho owners have taken advantage of
the law, or rather I should say have
subjected themselves to the disadvan-
tages of converting their houses at the
extiense it would entail.
"The owners have found a new solu-

tion by which they are enabled to con-
vert these houses into so-called 'bach-
elor,' or 'non-housekeeping' apartments
without being obligcd to make these
expensive interior alterations of build-
lng a flreproof hall. and instead of put-
ting ln lour familles, put in as many
aa twelve or aixteen by creating one,
two and three-room apartments, with
interior rooma on all floors and no
proper partltion walls eeparating the
apartments from the stair hall, and
what la worse still, and seems to mo
almost criminal, without any tire escape
provisions whatsoever, thus giving
them no reasonable chance to escape
and handicappi^g the iiremen from
coming to the fire from the outside.
"The statistics in this communityshow that all the fatalities at fires have

occurred in non-tenements and not in
tenement houses. In 22 per cent of
these houses they have the necessary
gas pipes running to a convenient place

with tho necessary connection, and the
necessary electric wiring, to which is
attnchud a plug, and the cooking goes
on quite merrily the same as it would
in a tenement house. In other words,
the houses are occupied illegally as
tenement houses.

"If 1 am asked 'Why don't you prose-
cute? Why don't you take some ag-
gressive action against these illegally
converted houses?' my reply is that
under the present housing crisis it
would be a crime to vacate these
houses by ejecting tho people, since
thoy have no other place to go, but the
time will come when the supply will
again met the demand and then there
is no doubt in min.i but that every one
of these owners will be prosfccuted and'
their houses declared to be illegal 'and
they will be compelled to vacate them.
It is my belief that these houses do
not make for good citizenship or for
the improvement of the human race.
They may be at b,est termed 'birth con¬
trol* houses, since na one brings a
family into them or tries to raise one.

"I would not be opposed to an
amendment which would permit the
law aft'ecting the converted house to
be amended so that one interior room
be permitted with such light and venti-
lation provisions as are now applicable
to new law tenements, and to permit
the use of the present partition walls
with such fire-proofing as the depart¬
ment may require to safeguard the oc-
cupants."
Commissioner vigorousiy opposesthe scheme for relaxing the law in re-

gard to old tenement houses. These,he says, are habitable but not desir-
able.

Grayson Confident of Wife
Believes Woman Slain by J. E.

Larey Was Loyal
J. Edward Grayson, whose wifo was

shot to death at Southfield Park, N. Y.,
on Friday by J. Edward Larey, who
then drowned himself, said yesterday
that he was convinced there had been
nothing wrong *,between his wife and
Larey, who, he said, had been his warm
personal friepd.

Mr. Grayson said his confidence inhis wit'e had not been shaken by the
tragedy. He added that he had known
Larey tor years and that the trip thatMrs. Grayson and her little daughterHelen, nine years old, took to Goshen,N. Y., with the man had been made at,
his own suggestion. The three, Mr.
Grayson said, had spent Thursday night
at the home of Mrs. Grayson's father
and were returning to Patcrson when
the tragedy occurred.

Policeman 98 Foot
Ends Thief Chase

Shols Fail to Halt Flee-
ing Pair in Sixth Ave.;
Tripped, Then Captured
A chase up Sixth Avenue for two al-

leged loft burglars, who were captured
at Forty-seventh Street after a detec-
tive had fired three shots over the
heads of the fugitives, thrilled thou-
sands of theatergoers last night. Sev¬
eral hundred men and women joined in
the pursuit, which ended only Jvhen a

traffic policeman tripped the fleeing
men and aent them sprawling to the
pavement.
The prisoners described themselves

as John Corbere, thirty years old, a

scenario writer, living at the Union
Square Hotel, and Abraham Short,
twenty-one, of 801 Ea3t 100th Street.

Charles H. Voght and M. Raskin, who
laid in a $20,000 stock of silk shirts
and neckwear yesterday in their loft on

the third floor of 15 West Forty-fifth
Street, say they saw two men loitering
in the hallway when they left their
place of business in the afternoon.
About 7:30 p. m. Louis Oppenheim,suporintendent of the building, came

upon them, it is alleged, bundling up
silks in Voght & Raskin's establish-
ment.
They fled to the ground floor, kicked

the glass from the front door, which
was locked, knocked down Special
Patrolman Berkhausser, who sought to
intercept them, and dashed northward
into Sixth Avenue. Oppenheimer and
Berkhausser, yelling "Stop thicf!" pur-
sued them. Detective James McCoy,
half a block down Sixth Avenue, heard
the uproar and sprinted to the scene.
His three shota drew so great a crowd
to the chaso that he feared to continue
flring.

At Forty-aeventh Street Patrolman
Matthew Solomon thrust his foot be¬
tween Corbero's legs. Corbere fell and
Short piled on top of him. Both men
were locked up in the East Fifty-iirstStreet station on a charge of attempted
burglary. Reserves had to be aent from
the station house to disperse the ex-
cit.ed throng.
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We Specialize In
Dining Room and
Bedroom Suites
We sell complete suites only.of high-

est grade furniture.at dotvntorvn prices.
In other words, our downtown location
means low rent and this advantage we

pass on to you in

Savings of $100
to $500 on

BEL
@lassic Suites

Note: We are only 15 minutes from 42nd
Street. Take 3rd Avenue "L" or East
Side Subway to Canal Street, or travel
down Lafayette Street to Canal and turn
left Ay2 blocks to Elizabeth Street.

KstablUhrd 1S52

53-55 Elizabeth Street, New York

CHOCOLATE
PRODUCTS

Ecrtfng
Drinking
Baking

V4iway^ound Paokaja

Rickin
Food
Va&m

."
The Store 5s closed at 5 Pa

H Altttuttt $c Gta
MADISON AVENUE = FIFTH AVENUE,

Thirty-fourtfi Street telephone 7000 murray hill Thirty-fiftli Street

An Advance Display off

Robes dlnterieur from Paris
is the ceoter off interest in.the saloms of the
Hoiiise Qowo Department, on the Third Floor

Tlhellovelly miegllngeesconnipriisilinig thos UAHtasuallSy choice cofllectfioo rep-
reseont the fimiest annd hest arnioinig tlheSpringcreationsof the ieadSog
Freimch coutuHeres. ExqyosSte falbrics, delScate laces^-oftem eo-

rkhed with gofld or sallver emlbro5der5es; and In every gracefMS BSmie,
every cHassnc fofld, the sonbtle sMggestnoim of the fluxurious GHeot.--of
the glones of Shelba, the splendors of SemtraramniDs, the magmifllficeinices
of Cfleoiuatra.

The Special Costumes Dep't
(DiressimnakhTig airad TaJlorimig)

is effficieimtly eqinipped *or maknog to
Sodl8vJdiuiail re<qiifliiireinni©init§

Gowes and Suits
of the (fiinier type

at reasonalblly mnioderate prSces
Gemeiroiuis assortmmeimts of choice 5mni=
ported wooSemis, solks, Baces aimd tdmm-
irnSogs, from which seiectnoms mrnay be
made, are shownu 5m the saBoiras off this
Department; a§ also are the miew

Spnog models from Paris (of which
copies or adaptations caim he made.)

ngnimall desngmis can aSso he suppMed.

Rfldflmig Habits and
Sports Cflothes

for Women sund Mh
(Third Floor)

For Mondlay
An Extraordinary Sale

Over 20,000 Yards of

Wasfoalblle Crepe de Chine
(32 imsches wide)

a3fl--siSk, imi farncy satiini=str5pe effects,
showismg fifty beamitflftuil color
1X combirDatioims

» pheinioinnieinially prnced at

$2»8S P©2° yard

These haimdsome silks may be appro=
priatefly used for Summer dresses,
blouses-, iflimdergarmeinits, sports skirts,
chiSdirean's wear, asmd mera's shirts.

(SaBe on the First Floor)

A New ImportatHon off

French LSngerie
recentfly recesved from Parfis, provildes
an iinterestSng dispflay in the Bepart
rnent on the Second FHoor,

Many of these new Undergannraents
are exceptSonaSSy ffine, the mmatenals
being of the daintlest imaganabUe
order, and the hand-wrooght need!!e=
work and lace with which they are
adorned being extraordinaHlly beaneti^
ful. There are, of cotuirse, other inniodells
that, whJSe Just as loveHy, are of a

simropller character; and these will, In
many cases, make a more direct appeal
than the u!tra=eIia!h>orate pieces.
Among the extreme novelties are a
nunnber of chic effects in color; Sncl!ud»
ing siflk pajamas, featu.g co3or com^
binations that are very unusual.
For the June bride there are many
charmingtrooasseaM suggesttons, most

Comrnmemcing Monday
A SpecSal Offfferiog off

New TaI!or=mades
(sizes 34 to 46)

of ffine navy blue trScotine, splendldly
taiflored; nim eight of the season's
smartest nuodells, every one of them
marked at the

Eow prsce of

$68.00
These Suits have been made by the new
system Introduced by B. Alitman & Co.,
which reduces to a mimiimimj the ne-

cessity for allterations.

(Woraen's Suits Dep't, Third FSoor)

Storage for Furs, Rimgs aed Draperies


